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WASHINGTON --- Senate Appropriations Committee Chairman Daniel K. Inouye (D-
Hawaii) and Senator Daniel K. Akaka tonight applauded the U.S. Senate’s passage of the 
Fiscal Year 2009 Omnibus Appropriations Act.  Following a successful cloture vote of 62 to 
35, the Senate approved the bill by voice vote.  The measure – which appropriates nearly 
$372 million for Hawaii-related projects -- now goes to the President for his signature. 
 
“With the Senate’s action today, we have finally closed the book on last year’s 
appropriations work,” said Senator Inouye.  “This legislation will not only complement the 
recently enacted recovery package, but will also provide much-needed guidance to 
executive agencies that have been operating without such guidance for the past six months.  
The investments included in this bill are important investments in Hawaii’s future that will 
continue existing opportunities as well as offer new opportunities to, among other things, 
diversify Hawaii’s economy, create jobs, educate our youth, move toward energy security, 
and protect our environment.”  
 
“We continue to work to address the increasing needs of our communities challenged by 
these difficult financial conditions and invest to promote economic growth,” said Senator 
Akaka.  “This bill will increase access to health care, education, housing, and economic 
development opportunities, while supporting transportation infrastructure investments, 
sustainable energy development, and natural resource preservation.” 
 
Strengthening Hawaii’s Infrastructure 
 
The Omnibus Appropriations Bill includes $112.3 million in infrastructure investments to 
improve the daily lives of the residents of Hawaii by building and expanding the 
infrastructure of the state.  The legislation includes $36.2 million for improvements in 



transportation infrastructure, in addition to formula funds, including road improvements 
on state and federal lands, preliminary engineering for the transit system, expanding bus 
service on the islands of Hawaii, Maui, and Kauai, improving harbors and navigation, and 
continuing support for the intra-island ferry.  The measure also provides $71.3 million for 
construction of federal facilities including $60 million for the National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration Pacific Regional Facility; $4.87 million for sewer and 
wastewater infrastructure improvements and water resource management; and 
$14,349,000 for housing block grants, housing loan guarantees, and community 
development.  
 
Diversifying Hawaii’s Economy 
 
These programs will help to increase Hawaii’s economic diversity by supporting small 
businesses and entrepreneurship, especially for Native Hawaiian businesses, as they 
compete in a global economy.  In addition, to achieve and maintain a vibrant economy, it is 
important to encourage innovation and diversification.  To help achieve these goals, the 
Omnibus Appropriations bill includes $7.1 million, including $570,000 to give potential 
entrepreneurs the tools and support services to start businesses, $4.1 million to support and 
encourage diversification of the agriculture industry, and $237,500 to help plan for the 
Oahu Technology and Innovation Park. 
 
Promoting Energy Security 
 
Hawaii ranks first in the nation when it comes to dependence on fossil fuels to provide for 
energy needs.  However, Hawaii possesses great potential for fully entering the renewable 
energy field, with resources such as agriculture, wind, sun, wave, geothermal, and water 
that remain largely undeveloped.  The Omnibus Appropriations bill includes $8.6 million 
for research and development of renewable energy projects in Hawaii. 
 
Improving Health Care 
 
In this challenging economy, it is vital that all citizens of Hawaii have access to health care 
for themselves and their families.  The programs included in this legislation will help 
provide better access to health care and will support community health centers and rural 
health facilities throughout the state.  The Omnibus Appropriations bill includes $20.5 
million for health care programs, including $14.2 million to enable Papa Ola Lokahi/Native 
Hawaiian Health Care Systems to continue their efforts to improve the health of Native 
Hawaiians.  As the new Administration works with the Congress to chart a better future 
for the healthcare of all Americans, these measures will provide immediate assistance when 
it is needed most.  
 
Providing Educational Opportunities and Job Training  
 
Without a strong education, tomorrow’s workers will find it ever harder to compete in the 
global economy.  The education and training programs included in the Omnibus 
Appropriations bill will help to achieve the goal of providing increased job opportunities in 



the future.  $114 million is included in the Omnibus Appropriations bill for new and 
ongoing educational opportunities, including $21 million to continue the work of the East-
West Center, $33,315,000 for Native Hawaiian education, and $1.2 million for historical 
and cultural preservation.  In addition, the measure includes $7 million for job training 
initiatives with an emphasis on rural communities, and Native Hawaiian, Samoan, and 
Asian Pacific populations. 
 
Environmental Research, Protection, Restoration, and Management 
 
Much of Hawaii’s economy and the quality of life for Hawaii’s residents depend on a 
thriving and healthy natural environment.  The programs included here will help protect, 
restore, and manage Hawaii’s unique natural resources, the Omnibus Appropriations bill 
includes $48.6 million for environmental research, protection, restoration, and 
management, including $7.75 million to expand and enhance National Wildlife Refuges, 
$8.5 million for pest and disease control to protect our state’s valuable agriculture 
industry, $2.6 million to protect monk seals and $7.8 million for sea turtles, and $2.7 
million for coral reef research and conservation. 
 
Protecting Public Safety  
 
The Omnibus Appropriations bill includes $7.6 million to enhance public safety, better 
prepare for natural disasters, and promote food safety.  These projects include $1.6 million 
for flood control, $4.5 million for natural hazard prediction and preparedness, and $1.5 
million to protect Hawaii’s supply of healthy, safe domestic seafood.   
 
Supporting Law Enforcement 
 
The Omnibus Appropriations bill includes $4.5 million to support law enforcement 
activities and crime prevention including $2 million for the Hawaii High Intensity Drug 
Trafficking Area to prevent drugs from abroad from gaining a foothold in the United 
States, and $1 million for the Rural Youth Crime Prevention Program, a collaborative 
effort between the YMCA of Honolulu and the Boys and Girls Club of Hawaii.  
 
Enhancing Opportunities in Science and Technology  
 
Many studies have shown that creating opportunities and incentives for students to pursue 
science and math studies, and training teachers in these subjects are critical components of 
ensuring America’s future competitiveness.  The Omnibus Appropriations bill includes 
$3.4 million for projects throughout the state to strengthen science, technology, 
engineering, and math training and education. 
 
Serving the Native Hawaiian Community 
 
Approximately $77.4 million of the funds in the Omnibus Appropriations bill will go 
toward programs that will directly benefit the Native Hawaiian community, including 
$16.1 million for health care; $1.6 million for agriculture programs; $46 million for 



education programs; $12.5 million for housing block grants, housing loan guarantees, and 
community development; and $285,000 for support services that will help small businesses,  
 
For a complete list of programs that will benefit Hawaii and are funded by the Omnibus 
Appropriations bill please go to http://inouye.senate.gov/. 
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